Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BONN 06919 01 OF 02 141436Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 
SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 
PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 IO-13 ACDA-12 HA-05 TRSE-00 
/080 W 

013213 141441Z/43 

O O 141420Z APR 78 ZFF 4 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 7690 

INFO AMEMBASSY BERLIN 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

USMISSION USBERLIN IMMEDIATE 

USMISSION USNATO 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 BONN 06919 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, BQG 

SUBJECT: PROPOSAL FOR ALLIED PRESS STATEMENT IN BERLIN 
ON NICO HUEBNER CASE 

REFS: (A) BONN 6677 
(B) USBER 788 

SUMMARY. THE BONN GROUP HAS AGREED TO RECOMMEND AN 
ALLIED PRESS STATEMENT ON THE HUEBNER CASE, TO BE 
DELIVERED AFTER THE ALLIED COMMANDANTS' MEETING WITH 
STOBBE ON APRIL 18, PROVIDED THE ALLIED MISSIONS AND 
BERLIN SENAT AGREE. ACTION REQUESTED: SEE PARAGRAPH 8. 

END SUMMARY 

1 . AT A SPECIAL BONN GROUP MEETING APRIL 14, THE UK 
REP (EYERS) SAID THAT THE FCO HAD CONSIDERED THE FRENCH 
SUGGESTION THAT THE ALLIES USE THE STATEMENTS BY MITDANK 
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(REF A) AS A PEG ON WHICH TO HANG A DEMARCHE TO THE 
SOVIETS. HE SAID THAT THE UK IS NOT HAPPY WITH THIS 
SUGGESTION FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

A) MITDANK’S REMARKS WERE ADDRESSED TO THE SENAT 
AND THEREFORE CONCERN ONLY THE SENAT. THEY WERE PROPERLY 
REJECTED BY KUNZE SINCE MITDANK WAS NOT COMPETENT TO 
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DISCUSS FOUR-POWER MATTERS AND, AS THINGS NOW STAND, THE 
REMARKS DO NOT EXIST. FOR US TO RAISE THIS QUESTION 
WITH THE SOVIETS WOULD GIVE THE REMARKS A DIGNITY THEY 
DO NOT DESERVE. 

B) THE FCO DOUBTS THAT ANYTHING CAN BE GAINED BY A 
DIRECT APPROACH TO THE SOVIETS ABOUT HUEBNER. HIS CASE 
IS ONE OF THOUSANDS, ALTHOUGH HE IS FORTUNATE (OR 
UNFORTUNATE) IN THAT HE HAS ATTRACTED WIDESPREAD PUBLICITY 
AND CAUGHT THE EYE OF POWERFUL PRESSURE GROUPS. NO 
PRACTICAL PURPOSE WOULD BE SERVED BY TAKING THE QUES- 
TION UP WITH THE SOVIETS. 

2. EYERS SAID THAT, THE FOREGOING NOTWITHSTANDING, THE 
ALLIES ARE IN THE POSITION, BECAUSE OF PUBLIC INTEREST IN 
THE CASE, OF NEEDING TO SAY SOMETHING TO REAFFIRM THEIR 
LEGAL POSITION. HE SAID THAT THE BRITISH MISSION IN 
BERLIN HAS RAISED THE POSSIBILITY OF AN ALTERNATIVE WAY 
OF DOING THIS, A STATEMENT TO THE PRESS. THE UK MISSION 
HAS CIRCULATED A DRAFT TEXT (PARAGRAPH 3 INFRA) TO THE 
US AND FRENCH MISSIONS, WHICH TEXT COULD BE USED BY THE 
CHAIRMAN (UK) PRESS SPOKESMAN IN A PRESS CONFERENCE 
AFTER THEIR MEETING WITH GOVERNING MAYOR STOBBE ON 
APRIL 17, PREFERABLY IN RESPONSE TO A PLANTED QUESTION 
FROM A FRIENDLY JOURNALIST. 
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3. THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED PRESS STATEMENT IS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT 

THE GOVERNING MAYOR DREW ATTENTION TO THE CONCERN 
EXPRESSED IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON 6 APRIL 
ABOUT THE DETENTION OF NICO HUEBNER. THE ALLIED 
COMMANDANTS COMMENTED THAT THEY TOO WERE CONCERNED. THE 
ALLIED POSITION ON DEMILITARIZATION WAS WELL KNOWN AND 
HAD BEEN REPEATED OFTEN. THE DEMILITARIZATION LEGIS 
LATION APPLIED TO THE WHOLE OF BERLIN. THE COMMANDANTS 
DREW ATTENTION IN PARTICULAR TO THE ALLIED LETTER OF 
10 FEBRUARY 1962 TO THE SOVIET COMMANDANT IN WHICH THE 
ALLIES HAD DEPLORED THE ENACTMENT OF EAST GERMAN LEGISLA- 
TION INTRODUCING COMPULSORY MILITARY SERVICE, AND 
PARTICULARLY ITS APPLICATION TO GERMAN RESIDENTS OF THE 
SOVIET SECTOR OF BERLIN. 

(AS A DEFENSIVE LINE, AND ONLY IF PRESSED, REFER TO THE 
DECLARATION OF 21 DECEMBER 1948 IN WHICH THE WESTERN 
COMMANDANTS ADMITTED THAT "OWING TO SOVIET OBSTRUCTION 
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IT WILL ONLY BE POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO CARRY OUT THEIR 
DECISIONS IN THE WESTERN SECTORS FOR THE PRESENT.") 
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END TEXT 

4. THE US REP ASKED HOW THE MISSIONS HAD REACTED TO THE 
UK SUGGESTION. EYERS SAID HE HAD NO INDICATION OF A 
REACTION FROM THE US MISSION BUT THAT THE FRENCH HAD 
TAKEN THE LINE THAT A FRENCH PROPOSAL HAD BEEN DISCUSSED 
IN THE BONN GROUP AND IT WAS NOT UP TO THE FRENCH MISSION 
TO AGREE TO SOMETHING ELSE. THE US REP NOTED THAT 
USBER IS RATHER BUSY WITH THE VISIT OF SECRETARY OF 
COMMERCE KREPS. 

5. THE US REP, WHILE NOT DISAGREEING WITH THE UK 
SUGGESTION, SAID THAT THERE IS OF COURSE AN ALTERNATIVE 
WAY OF PUTTING OUR VIEWS ON RECORD. BERLIN CDU CHAIRMAN 
LORENZ HAS SENT LETTERS TO THE ALLIED CHIEFS OF STATE 
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AND GOVERNMENT (REF B) AND THE SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
(GESELLSCHAFT FUER MENSCHENRECHTE) HAS SENT LETTERS TO 
THE ALLIED AND SOVIET AMBASSADORS. USBER IS DRAFTING A 
RESPONSE TO THE LORENZ LETTER. ANY RESPONSE TO THESE 
LETTERS WOULD PRESUMABLY BE MADE PUBLIC. EYERS SAID THE 
UK WOULD PREFER AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT, WHICH COULD BE 
USED FOR THE POINT OF REFERENCE IN REPLYING TO THE 
LETTERS, SINCE THIS WOULD HAVE GREATER WEIGHT. 

6. IN RESPONSE TO AN INQUIRY ABOUT THE SENAT'S VIEWS, 
MEICHSNER OF THE BERLIN REPRESENTATION SAID THAT THE 
SENAT MUST TAKE A POSITION ON THE ISSUE. PERSONALLY, HE 
WOULD LIKE AN ALLIED STATEMENT TO BE USED AS A POINT OF 
REFERENCE FOR THE SENAT’S STATEMENT. HOWEVER, ANY 
STATEMENT MUST BE CAREFULLY DRAFTED TO REFLECT THE LIMITS 
OF WHAT THE ALLIES CAN DO IN PRACTICAL TERMS. SUCH A 
STATEMENT WOULD SERVE THE DUAL PURPOSE OF REASSURING THE 
GDR CITIZENRY THAT THE ALLIES MAINTAIN THEIR LEGAL POSI- 
TION BUT THAT, IN PRACTICAL TERMS, THERE ARE LIMITS ON 
WHAT THEY CAN DO. MEICHSNER WAS CAREFUL TO SAY THAT HE 
COULD NOT SPEAK FOR STOBBE, HOWEVER. 

7. THE FRENCH REP (RICHARD), SAID THAT THE UK SUGGESTION 
DOES NOT REJECT THE FRENCH PROPOSAL BUT GOES EVEN FARTHER 
THAN THE FRENCH PROPOSED TO DO. THE FRG REP (VON 
BRAUNMUEHL) SAID THAT EVEN IF THIS APPROACH IS USED, 

IT WOULD PRESUMABLY NOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF ONE 
OF THE ALLIED AMBASSADORS REITERATING ALLIED VIEWS IN A 
MEETING WITH ABRASIMOV. 

8. IN VIEW OF THE URGENCY OF THE MATTER, IT WAS AGREED 
THAT THERE IS NO TIME TO SEEK THE VIEWS OF THE MISSIONS 
IN BERLIN OR THE SENAT. IT WAS THEREFORE AGREED AD REF 
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TO RECOMMEND TO CAPITALS THAT THE MISSIONS BE AUTHORIZED 
TO USE THE STATEMENT ON APRIL 17 IN THE MANNER SUGGESTED, 
PROVIDED THAT AGREEMENT IS REACHED AMONG THE MISSIONS AND 
THE SENAT TO DO SO. 

9. COMMENT: THE FOREGOING TEXT IN PARAGRAPH 3 DOES NOT 
FULLY MEET MEICHSNER'S POINT THAT THE LIMITS ON WHAT THE 
ALLIES CAN DO SHOULD BE REFLECTED. OUR ASSUMPTION IS 
THAT IF THE SENAT OR MISSIONS FEEL THIS POINT SHOULD BE 
MADE, IT CAN BE ARRANGED BY PRESS QUESTIONS. 
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10. ACTION REQUESTED: APPROVAL OF RECOMMENDATION IN 
PARAGRAPH 8. 

STOESSEL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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